28th Year—Number 1414 Sunday 01/03/2020

Season of the Great Lent
Healing of the Leper Sunday

Sunday’s Readings: Roma 6: 12-23 & Mark 1: 35-45
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‘If you choose,
you can make me clean.’

“In the morning, while it was still very
dark, he got up and went out to a
deserted place, and there he prayed.
And Simon and his companions hunt-
ed for him. When they found him,
they said to him, ‘Everyone is search-
ing for you.” He answered, ‘Let us go
on to the neighbouring towns, so
that | may proclaim the message
there also; for that is what | came out
to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming
the message in their synagogues and casting out de-
mons. A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling
he said to him, ‘If you choose, you can make me
clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand
and touched him, and said to him, ‘I do choose. Be
made clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him, and he
was made clean. After sternly warning him he sent
him away at once, saying to him, ‘See that you say
nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest,
and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded,
as a testimony to them.” But he went out and began to
proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Je-
sus could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed
out in the country; and people came to him from eve-
ry quarter.” Mark 1: 35-45
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2nd March
Feast day of
Saint John Maroun
the first Patriarch of the
Maronite Church
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Reflection of the week
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God's mercy brings healing of mind, heart, and body
In the person of the leper, the Saviour touches and cleanses the
whole sinful world. Jesus touched the leper: His compassion caused
Him to break the social and religious bans of the time. Jesus had
healed the social outcast but only by Himself becoming an outsider.
(Mark 1:45)
St. Francis of Assisi and the
leper
Today’s Scripture lessons teach
us that the sick and the maimed
are not to be objects of scorn,
but potential reservoirs of
God's mercy for us. St. Francis
of Assisi, for instance, under-
stood this. At one time in his
life, he had a terrible fear of
lepers. Then one day when he
was out for a walk, he heard
the warning bell that lepers
were required to ring in the
Middle Ages. When a leper love are the source of all His
emerged from a clump of trees, decisions and miracles.
St. Francis saw that he was horri- ™ e
bly disfigured. Half of his nose
had been eaten away; his hands
were stubs without fingers and
his lips were oozing white pus.
Instead of giving in to his fears,
Francis ran forward, embraced
the leper and kissed him. Fran-
cis’ life was never the same
after that episode. (Fr. Antony
Kadavil)
Learn From Jesus during Lent—
First Temptation
Jesus went into the wilderness
to fast. At the end of the forty N
days, the devil came out to . -
tempt Him.
Satan's first temptation appealed to Jesus' physical desires and hun-
ger. Satan tried to get Jesus to turn stones into bread.
Jesus defeated Satan's snare with the words of Scripture "Man does
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God" (Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4).
Learn from Jesus:
e Fasting is an important spiritual tool for our growth
e Do not let Satan take advantage of your human weaknesses
e Be aware because Satan uses pride to lead you to sin
e Keep your spiritual sword sharp and like Jesus be ready to quote

a passage from the Gospel to defeat Satan
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Saint John Maroun (+707) Maronite Feast Day: March 2
Saint John Maroun, monk of the Monastery of St. Maroun and Bish-
op of Batroun and Mount Lebanon, was elected the first Patriarch of
the Maronite Church during the second half of the seventh century
AD (c 686 AD).
St. John Maroun and his followers were forced to migrate to Leba-
non following assault by imperatorial troops and persecution during
the Muslim conquest. The Patriarchal Seat was then transferred to
kfarhai, Batroun, where a monastery was built to house the skull of
St. Maroun. Traditionally, this was where St. John Maroun died and
was buried on 9 March 707 AD.
He was endowed with a militant apostolic zeal, and under his lead-
ership, a decisive victory was won by the Maronites, which drew the
population of Lebanon around the Patriarch. However, St. John
Maroun was not only a national leader; he was also a Saint who was
active in apostolic missions, teaching, preaching and visiting his peo-
ple, especially during a time of plague (685AD), for which he wrote a
special mass. He also wrote a book on theological doctrine.

{ Thought for the week

The leper didn’t ask Jesus to
heal Him; he just prayed. He
came and knelt before Jesus
and handed himself over to the
Lord: “If you are willing, you can
make me clean”, as if to say: Let
your will be done . Didn’t Jesus
teach us to pray this way?

Then Jesus had sympathy for
him. The Leper didn’t drag out
God’s power, but his tender-
ness and God’s tenderness and

Jesus who bridged the gap be-
tween himself and the leper by
reaching out and touching him.
To become neighbours is to
bridge the gap between people.
Only when we have the courage
to cross the road and look into
one another’s eyes can we see
there that we are children of
the same God and members of
the same human family.
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We learn from the example of

Gwen Simon
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Amoris Laetitia

On Love in the Family

Bishop’s Corner

Chapter 8:
Accompanying, discerning and integrating weakness
The discernment of “irregular” situations
296. The Synod addressed various situations of weakness or
imperfection. Here | would like to reiterate something | sought
to make clear to the whole Church, lest we take the wrong
path: “There are two ways of thinking which recur throughout
the Church’s history: casting off and reinstating. The Church’s
way, from the time of the Council of Jerusalem, has

. Pope via Twitter always been the way of Je-
| @Pontifex sus, the way of mercy and

Worldliness is the |reinstatement... The way of

enemy of God. the Church is not to c_or?—

There is onlv one path demn anyone for ever; it is

. Y . P to pour out the balm of

against the spirit of the God’s mercy on all those

world: humility. Serving | who ask for it with a sincere

others, choosing the last | heart... For true charity is

place, not climbing the always unmerited, uncondi-
ladder.

tional and gratuitous”.326

Lo Consequently, there is a
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various situations” and “to
be attentive, by necessity, to
how people experience dis-
tress because of their condi-

Year of Maronite Outreach
P Healing of the Leper
Dearly beloved,

As announced on the Feast of St Maroun, our Maronite
Eparchy of Australia is celebrating the Year of Maronite
Outreach this year. The homilies of the Fridays of Lent will focus on this top-
ic and the theme of the year: “Cast your net... and you will find.”
As individuals and as a Church, we often find that we are confined to our-
selves, our own families, communities and parishes and do not take Christ
beyond the radius of our comfort zones. For this reason, in this Year of Maro-
nite Outreach we need to make a concerted effort to go far and beyond the
familiar and delve deeper into the unfamiliar, and reach out to people out-
side our normal circle of friends and acquaintances.
The topic of the first week of the Fridays of Lent was to “outreach to your-
self”. Before we are able to outreach to others, we must first outreach to our-
selves and delve into the depths of our souls and inner-being to find Christ
within us so that we are able to give up everything, unite ourselves with
him, and then take him beyond our self-border so that we can find unity
with others.
Reaching out to ourselves also means an examination of conscience so we
can repent and reconcile with ourselves and become more aware of our
Christian identity in order to live it and give witness to our Lord. As individ-
uals, we need to make it our lifelong goal to know Christ and unite ourselves
with him. When we have a personal relationship with Jesus, we are able to
take him to others and accompany them on their journey of faith.
Great Lent is a wonderful time for us to reflect on our lives and build a
stronger unity with Christ.

+Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Cuote of hewedk  Thomas Aquinas
Feast Day 3rd March
“Three things are necessary for the salvation of
man: to know what he ought to believe; to
know what he ought to desire; and to know

|

Saint Charbel's Parish will be holding
their First Holy Communion

what he ought to do.”
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Celebration Mass for its children on
Sunday 21 June 2020 at 2:00pm.

A compulsory Orientation Meeting will
be held on Saturday 4 April 2020 at
9:00am for parents and children
Classes for the First Reconciliation and
Holy Communion program will
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commence on Saturday 18 April 2020. ‘B
’ .
To enrol your child or for further -
information please call the Monastery F l RST
s " COMMUNION
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Aged Care Excellence
To Serve with Love

Admission Enquiries | Ann-Marie
pacr@stcharbelscarecentre.org.au
Recruitment Enquiries ' Marie Therese

hr@stcharbelscarecentre.orgau
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St Charbel’s Parish Activities and Announcements

O During the Season of Lent, Stations of the Cross and Liturgy will be
held every Friday, 5:30pm in Arabic & 8.00pm in English. Confes-
sions are available daily during Mass times.

O The Sacrament of Holy Communion at St Charbel’s Parish will be
celebrated on Sunday 21st June 2020 at 2:00pm. For more infor-
mation or to register your children, please contact the parish office.

O “The Sodality of the Immaculate Conception” invites you to a Len-
ten Retreat at St Rafqa & Blessed Estephan’s Centre, Raby on Tues-
day 24 March 2020. For more information please contact the parish
office.

O The Family of the Divine Word invites you to attend a Bible Study on
Monday 2 March 2020.

O ‘Saint Charbel’s Family” prayer group invites you to Rosary, Mass
and Procession of St Charbel’s Relics every Tuesday at St Charbel’s
Church from 7:30pm.

O Caritas Lenten Appeal boxes are now available at the Church main
entrance, to support the charitable works of the Catholic Church
worldwide.
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Masses of the week
Sunday 1st March 2020: The Healing of the Leper Man

7.00 Morning Mass

8.15 (Memorial) Mekhael K. Hanna from Zagharta

9.45 Fersen El Adra Family Mass

11.15 (Memorial) Antonios Challita from Haouga

2.00 (Wedding) Charbel Bijjani & Elizabeth Aoun

4.00 (Forty) Joseph Mekhael Ayoub from Kahf El Malloul
5.30 (Year) Nazih Habib Faddoul from Tannourine

7.00 English Mass

Monday 02 March 2020: St John Maroun Feast Day.
Masses are 6.30, 7.30, 8.45am & 6.00pm

Saturday 7 March 2020:

7.30 Morning Mass

2.00 (Wedding) Joseph Sukkar & Anne Nicholas

4.00 (Recent) Hanna Aziz Geagea from Al Koddam

5.30 (Memorial) Hanna and Assaf Abou Chrouch from Alman -

Chouf
Sunday 8 March 2020: The Healing of the Hemorrhaging woman

7.00 (Year) Hanna Youssef Amine from Bkerkasha

8.15 (Memorial) Aziz Wakim from Haouga & Souad Moussa

9.45 (Memorial) Lamaa Sassine from Karem Sadde

11.15 (Forty) Aghnes Mekhael and her husband Salem Ters from
Hreikess

2.00 (Wedding) Khalil Bechwati & Natalia Dostaurian

4.00 (Recent) Mekhael Bayssari from Knat

5.30 (Forty) Mekhael Kawkabani from Brih, Chouf

7.00 English Mass
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Where to read Kadishat online
twittery @Kadishat AUS ~Bnstagram @Kadishat_AUS [=] 3% :[=]

facebook SaintCharbelsSydney-

If you would like to receive Kadishat via email, please send an email to

St Charbel’s Parish
142 Highclere Ave Punchbowl NSW 2196

www.stcharbel.org.au find us on facebook @SaintCharbelsSydney

kadishat@outlook.com
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Ph: + 61 297400998 Fx:+ 61 2 9740 0974
Email: info.church@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au




