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Season of the Glorious Birth of Jesus saal) Slaall (e

The Announcement to Mary Sunday aipa Bl aaf
Sunday'’s Readings: Galatians 3: 15-22 & Luke 1: 26-38 38-26:1 5, : J£Y1 & 22-15 :3 b0 @l )l a1 el B

Hail, thou who art full of grace; (dand Boglaa b cdlide AL
the Lord is with thee dlaa o)l

When the sixth month came, God sent the angel
Gabriel to a city of Galilee called Nazareth, where a 4
virgin dwelt, betrothed to a man of David’s line-
age; his name was Joseph, and the virgin’s name
was Mary. Into her presence the angel came, and
said, Hail, thou who art full of grace; the Lord is
with thee; blessed art thou among women. She
was much perplexed at hearing him speak so, and
cast about in her mind, what she was to make of
such a greeting. Then the angel said to her, Mary,
do not be afraid; thou hast found favour in the
sight of God. And behold, thou shalt conceive in
thy womb, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call him
Jesus. He shall be great, and men will know him for
the Son of the most High; the Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, and he shall
reign over the house of Jacob eternally; his king-
dom shall never have an end. But Mary said to the
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Reflection of the week
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Mary’s obedience

Luke records the announcement by the angel Gabriel sent by God to
a young woman, to deliver his message. He also details the concep-
tion of John the Baptist to Elizabeth, whose birth will take place
some 6 months prior to Jesus’ birth.

Luke wants to show us that in real time, in a real place, something
astounding really happened to the young virgin Mary, something
that has a great significance to all humanity.

The God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, the God whom lIsrael knew
from afar, the God they feared
and worshipped as creator and
master of everything, the God of
heaven, is about to become flesh
and blood, a real person, a male
human being, born to Mary.

Mary, a perfectly powerless per-
son, ordinary, unremarkable and
humble, welcomes God's word
and with great simplicity commits
herself to it with her whole heart. seeking  understanding,
She did not know how it would not a lack of faith.

work out. Nor did she ask for any .

A thought for the week

Mary did not ask for
proof. Instead, she asked
how the angel's words
will be fulfilled. She ac-
cepted what the angel
said and wanted to un-
derstand specifically how
it will take place. Her atti-
tude is thus one of faith

assurances for the future. She was -
willing to accept God's plan, wher-
ever it led her. Through her sim-
ple yes, Mary has brought us Je-
sus and opened for us the path to ‘.
salvation and she did so in perfect freedom.

Mary gave herself totally to God - and God gave himself to her. Are
we prepared to do the same?

“How Can This Be?”-Woman who Wonders, Woman of the Mys-
tery

We meet Mary in this scene as a woman who wonders. Mary is
intrigued and willing to hear more from the messenger. Rather than
passing judgment on what she hears, Mary is ready to listen. Mary’s
ability to wonder does not question or doubt God’s power, but
opens her to a God who cannot be classified and catalogued by
human standards and categories, a God who can do the impossible.
Mary wonders before the mystery which Gabriel has opened to her.
She does not assume or judge or calculate or worry about conse-
guences and implications. By: Joel Giallanza, C.S.C.

What good can come from Nazareth?

Jesus was referred to as "Jesus, of Nazareth". Nazareth was such a
small and insignificant village that when Philip introduced Jesus of
Nazareth to Nathaniel, he asked: “Can anything good come from
Nazareth?” (John 1:46)

While the world would say, "what an unlikely spot". Indeed, with
God, even Nazareth can be the home of the one who saves the
world.

Let us pray for an understand-
ing of what God is calling each
one of us to do.

X X X X X
Feast Days Friday 30th of November - St. Andrew, Apostle
Andrew, like his brother, Simon Peter, was a fisherman. He became
a disciple of John the Baptist, but he understood that Jesus was
greater and left John to follow the Divine Master. It was Andrew
who brought his brother Simon Peter to Jesus and Jesus received
him too as his disciple.
It is believed that St. Andrew went to Greece to preach the Gospel.
As one of the Twelve Apostles, Andrew was close to Our Lord during
His public life; he was present at the Last Supper; beheld the risen
Lord; witnessed the Ascension; shared in the graces and gifts of the
first Pentecost, and helped, amid threats and persecution, to estab-
lish the Faith of the early Church.
It had been said that Andrew has been martyred by crucifixion. He
was tied, not nailed, in order to prolong his suffering. He lived two
days in a state of suffering still preaching to the people who gath-
ered around their beloved apostle.
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- On Love in the Family

Chapter 7:
Towards a better education of children

Family life as an educational setting
278. The educational process that occurs be-
tween parents and children can be helped or
hindered by the increasing sophistication of the
communications and entertainment media.
When well used, these media can be helpful for
connecting family members who live apart from
one another. Frequent contacts help to over-
come difficulties.296 Still, it is clear that these
media cannot replace the need for more per-
sonal and direct dialogue, which requires physi-
cal presence or at least hearing the voice of the
. . other  person.
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something that families have to discuss and
resolve in ways which encourage interaction
without imposing unrealistic prohibitions. In any
event, we cannot ignore the risks that these
new forms of communication pose for children
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Bishop's Corner
Year of Maronite Spirituality
Sunday of the Annunciation to Mary

Dearly beloved,

Following the Announcement to Zechariah last Sun-
day, we reflect this week on the Gospel of the Annunciation to Mary.
With simplicity, the evangelist Luke relays to us the most astonishing
fact of God's relation with humanity. The angel Gabriel comes into the
house of Mary, a Virgin betrothed to Joseph. He tells her that she has
received the grace of God with abundance. The angel’s words: “The
Lord is with you” are a statement, not a wish. The Lord was with Mary
in an exceptional way, even before the conception of the Word.

The angel Gabriel then explains to Mary that she will conceive a child,
the awaited Messiah. For Mary, a devout Jewish young girl, the lan-
guage of the angel was clear since it fulfilled the prophecies of the Old
Testament relating to the Messiah. Then Mary questions Gabriel: how
will it be? This question does not contain the expression of a doubt, but that of astonishment and
admiration. After the explanation from Gabriel, we hear the humble acceptance of the Virgin
Mary: a mixture of profound humility and perfect obedience. Mary’s “yes” and her cooperation
with the will of God is worthy of our veneration.

As Maronites, we are known for our love for Mary who draws us to her Son. In fact, the Eastern
Churches present the Icons of Mary always with her Son. The praises of her virtues and her great-
ness do not for a moment lead to a separation of her from Him. As Mother of our Redeemer, she
is also our spiritual mother, leading us to her Son and our attachment to her is that of children to
their mother.

Our Sodalities of children, youth and adults bear the name of Mary as we keenly desire that our
younger generations grow in the ‘School of Mary’ while they learn to cherish our traditional love
and devotion to her. The Rosary which is a compendium of the Gospels, has been prayed for cen-
turies in our Maronite Church as a favourite prayer. Our veneration of Mary fills our whole life.
Her name is on the lips of every Maronite who, instead of saying ‘watch out,” calls to her sponta-
neously ‘Ya Adra’, seeking Mary’s help and protection.

We will always remain proud of our sentiments of affection, confidence and respect that we hold
towards Mary, following in the footsteps of our Maronite ancestors who lived their faith in our
Lord and were sanctified under her maternal protection.

+Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

and adolescents; at times they can foster apathy
and disconnect from the real world. This
“technological disconnect” exposes them more
easily to manipulation by those who would in-
vade their private space with selfish interests.
Next Sunday:
Family life as an educational setting (6)

Ouefe off e weak

Pope Benedict XVI

“Truth is not determined by a majority vote.”

N CELEBRATION OF THE YEAR OF MARONITE SPIRITUALITY
THE MARONITE EPARCHY OF AUSTRALIA PRESENTS

HALLOWED
BE THY NAME
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FEATURING JOUMANA MDAWAR

WITH JOSEPH KHALIFE, COMPOSER

(ol FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2019 AT 8PM
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The Maronite Diocese Activities

0 MaroniteCare is launching an appeal to raise funds to assist the people
in fire ravaged areas in New South Wales and QLD. Second plate collec-
tion this weekend will go to support this good cause. We ask for your
support and contribution.

O In celebration of the Year of Maronite Spirituality, a concert titled
“Hallowed be thy Name” will be held on Friday 6 December 2019 at 8pm
at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park, performed by Joumana
Mdawar and composed by Mr Joseph Khalife. Free entry and all are wel-
come. For more information please call the Maronite Chancery.

0 The Diocesan Faith & Light Committee invites you to the “International
Day of People with Different Abilities” on Sunday 1 December 2019. The
day starts by Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay, followed by lunch and entertainment. All are welcome
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St Charbel’s Parish Activities and Announcements

O The Family of the Divine Word invites you to attend a Bible Study on Monday
25 November 2019.

{ St Charbel’s Parish is organising a “Cherry picking trip” to Orange on Thurs-
day 5th December 2019. For more information please contact the parish
office.

O The parishioners who would like to join the Sodality of the Immaculate Con-
ception are asked to contact Mr. Barbar Moussa.
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St Nemetallah Centre — Appin Activities

O On the occasion of the feast of St Nemehtallah, you are invited to Mass cele-
brated by the superior Rev Fr Charbel Abboud on Sunday 15 December 2019
at 11.00am at St Nemetallah Centre, Appin, followed by the annual BBQ.
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Masses of the week

Sunday 24 November 2019: Announcement to Mary

7.00 Morning Mass

8.15 (Year) Adele Antoun from Matreet

9.45 (Memorial) George Srour from Darbechtar

11.15  (Forty) Eugenie Khalife from Beirut — Welcome bride and groom
Layalle & Normie Ayoub

2.00 (Wedding) Matthew Gebrael & Marina Tamer

4.00 (Wedding) Christopher Malone & Rebecca Fahd

5.30 (Forty) Paulette El Hob Awad from Hasroun

7.00 Youth Mass

Saturday 30 November 2019.

7.30 Morning Mass

4.00 (Wedding) Charbel Khoury & Carmen Valentina Royce
5.30 (Year) Habib Neamtallah Habib from Blaouza

7.00 (Recent) Violet Terezian

Sunday 1st December 2019: Visitation to Elizabeth

7.00 Morning Mass

8.15 (Memorial) Boutros Mikhael Azzi from Jieh

9.45 (Forty) Labibe Chahine Esper from Mina-Tripoli

11.15  (Year) Paul Succar from Becharry

2.00 (Wedding) Tony Younes & Joelle Anka

4.00 (Forty) Souad Nader from Zahle

5.30 (Recent) Professor Joseph Khalil Maroun from Bkerkasha
7.00 Youth Mass
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Where to read Kadishat online

facebook SaintCharbelsSydney - Ewit
If you would like to receive Kadishat via email, please send an email to

St Charbel’s Parish
142 Highclere Ave Punchbowl NSW 2196
www.stcharbel.org.au

tery @Kadishat_AUS -

kadishat@outlook.com

Bl nstagram @Kadishat_AUS
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Ph: + 61 29740 0998 Fx: + 61 29740 0974
Email: info.church@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au
find us on facebook @SaintCharbelsSydney




