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bear you a son, and you will name him John

..“There was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the
priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God,
living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regula-
tions of the Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when he was serv-
ing as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was cho-
sen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the
incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying
outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing
at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him,
he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to
him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard.
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. === - = L« ] . o
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Reflection of the week
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..“you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these
things occur”

The scene in today's Gospel begins in the temple of Jerusalem.
Zechariah, a faithful priest of the Old Testament is serving God in
the temple, while the people pray. Prayer is emphasised. The mes-
sage from God comes while the assembled people pray in the
court of the temple and in answer to the prayer of the couple for a
child. Zechariah and Elizabeth re-
act in different ways to the word

of God as spoken by the angel

Gabriel.  Zechariah's  unbelief

comes from the fact that he finds

no human reason for believing.

A thought for the week

Instead of seeking sales
tags or the best deals in the
weeks leading up to Christ-
mas, we should be seeking

His failure anticipates the failure | Jesus.

of the Jews to accept the good

news of the coming of the Kingdom

of God'througff Jesus. ) /This week let us practice
Zechariah’s silence symbolises silence

God’s will to silence the Old cove-
nant in order to make way for the
New Covenant so that it can be
proclaimed as the word of God.
Zechariah clearly became a new
man, a man who truly believes
with all of his heart, soul, mind
and strength. Zechariah was a
priest, so he probably knew the
scriptures inside and out, and it
wasn't that he didn't have faith, it mission of becoming more
was just that he didn't believe \ﬁe Christ.

with his whole heart. He was prob-

ably like many of us and when something miraculous appeared
before him, his heart was too hardened to even be moved by
God's great gift.

The power of the prayer

This Gospel reading emphasizes the power of the prayer of the
assembled community. How conscious are we today of the power
of prayer of the Church community? Each of us has a special gift of
the Spirit to be exercised for the community. There is a special
power in prayer that is coupled with service and gathered up in
the prayer of the Church.

Don't Be Afraid - You are empowered by the Spirit

Often we wonder how to pray, when to pray and what to pray. We
can become very concerned about methods and techniques of
prayer. However, we need to remember that prayer is the gift of
the Spirit who prays in us. It is the Spirit who aids us in our weak-
ness when we do not know how to pray properly. The Spirit makes
our petitions for us and we can be assured that the prayers of the

Spirit are always in accordance with the mind of God. Gwen Simon
B B Bd < B

Entry of Virgin Mary into the Temple-Maronite Feast day Nov. 21
According to Tradition, the Virgin Mary was taken —presented—
by her parents Joachim and Anna into the Jewish Temple in Jeru-
salem as a young girl, where she lived and served as a Temple vir-
gin until her betrothal to St. Joseph.

Mary was solemnly received by the temple community, which was
headed by the priest Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist. She
was led to the holy place to become herself the "holy of holies" of
God, the living sanctuary and temple of the Divine child who was
to be born in her.

Silence frightens us be-
cause it challenges us to
confront ourselves and
how well we live out our
divine calling as Christians.
In silence, we are able to
listen, not with our ears,
but within the quiet
depths of our hearts. In
silence, we can grow in our
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~ On Love in the Family

Chapter 7:
Towards a better education of children
Family life as an educational setting
278. The educational process that occurs be-
tween parents and children can be helped or
hindered by the increasing sophistication of the
communications and entertainment media.
When well used, these media can be helpful for
connecting family members who live apart from
one another. Frequent contacts help to over-
come difficulties. Still, it is clear that these me-
dia cannot replace the need for more personal
and direct dialogue, which requires physical
presence or at least hearing the voice of the

. . other  person.
- Pope via Twitter | \vo know that
@Pontifex
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with an elec-
tronic device. This is also something that fami-
lies have to discuss and resolve in ways which
encourage interaction without imposing unreal-
istic prohibitions. In any event, we cannot ig-
nore the risks that these new forms of commu-
nication pose for children and adolescents; at
times they can foster apathy and disconnect
from the real world. This “technological discon-
nect” exposes them more easily to manipulation
by those who would invade their private space
with selfish interests.

Next Sunday:
Family life as an educational setting (5)

Bishop's Corner
Year of Maronite Spirituality

Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah

Dearly beloved,

In our Maronite liturgical calendar, the coming six Sundays will
prepare us for the Birth of our Lord, with each Gospel relaying
to us events that took place leading up to Jesus’ birth. This Sunday, we reflect on
the Announcement to Zechariah.

The history of salvation comprises, on the one hand, the initiative of God who seeks
the fallen man, and on the other hand the response of man, who is called to accept
and cooperate with the plan of God. To fulfil his plan of salvation, God engages our
freedom but, in no way, does he force us to accept his plan. This truth, in itself,
should be a reason for us to rejoice. God is always inviting us; he has not forgotten
us. However, when God’s plan occurs, or crosses our path, or demands our cooperation, it often seems
to inconvenience us or to disturb us. This was the case of Zechariah, the priest of the temple.

Zechariah was a man who had no descendants. He waited a lifetime to have a child and now he knew
he was too old to have one from his wife. The angel announces to him that his wife Elizabeth is going to
have a child but Zechariah doubts what the angel tells him. Yet we know that he is a good man, the
Bible tells us that he is a righteous man, irreproachable in his piety (Luke 1:6). Zechariah reasons and
questions with his human sense: how could that be? There is no doubt that he loved God, but before
the impossible, he is seized by scepticism. Unlike the faith of Mary who did not question whether the
angel’s proclamation will happen but, rather, how it will happen, Zechariah is filled with doubt and
says: it's impossible!

The subsequent silence of Zechariah is a sign of the merciful love of God: God forgives him his sceptical
reaction and allows him to repent. The silence makes way for the Word of God to take effect in life,
without being distorted by human words. The silence of Zechariah is in contrast to the voice of John
the Baptist, the man who will prepare the world for a profound transformation in the course of its his-
tory. John was to become the voice crying in the wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord and make
straight his paths.

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, let us not be sceptics who doubt the possible intervention of
God in the personal history of each one of us, but let us believe that God is capable of everything out of
his love for us, and be quick to cooperate with his plan when he asks us to.

On this Sunday, we also think of and pray for those in the fire ravaged areas of New South Wales and
Queensland, for the people who lost their lives and for their families. We remember those impacted by
this disaster and we pray for the courageous firefighters and volunteers who protected homes and

lives.
+Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Cuefte of St. Basil the Great

The bread you store up belongs to the hungry;
the cloak that lies in your chest belongs to the naked;
the gold you have hidden in the ground belongs to the poor.
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N CELEBRATION OF THE YEAR OF MARONITE SPIRITUALITY
THE MARONITE EPARCHY OF AUSTRALIA PRESENTS

HALLOWED
BE THY NAME

A Perndt Goiiel, Gt

FEATURING JOUMANA MDAWAR
WITH JOSEPH KHALIFE, COMPOSER

(ol FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2019 AT 8PM

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CATHEDRAL
HARRIS PARK
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The Maronite Diocese Activities

In celebration of the Year of Maronite Spirituality, a concert titled
“Hallowed be thy Name” will be held on Friday 6 December 2019 at 8pm at
Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park, performed by Joumana
Mdawar and composed by Mr Joseph Khalife. Free entry and all are wel-
come. For more information please call the Maronite Chancery
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St Charbel’s Parish Activities and Announcements

O Rev. Father Superior and the Community of Monks of St Charbel’s Monastery
invite you to participate in the Ordination to the Subdeaconate of Br
Youhanna Ghantous by laying of hands of His Excellency Bishop Antoine
Charbel Tarabay on Thursday 21 November at 7.00pm.

O The Family of the Divine Word invites you to attend a bible study on Monday
18 November 2019.

O St Charbel’s Parish invites you to attend a night of adoration, followed by
Eucharist Procession on Wednesday 20th November at 8:00pm, with St Char-
bel’s Youth. Everyone is welcome.

{ St Charbel’s Parish is organising a “Cherry picking trip” to Orange. For more
info please contact the parish office.

O The parishioners who would like to join the Sodality of the Immaculate Con-
ception are asked to contact Mr. Barbar Moussa.
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St Nemetallah Centre — Appin Activities

{ On the occasion of the feast of St Nemehtallah, you are invited to Mass cele-
brated by the superior Rev Fr Charbel Abboud on Sunday 15 December 2019
at 11.00am at St Nemetallah Centre, Appin, followed by the annual BBQ.
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Masses of the week

Sunday 17 November 2019: Announcement to Zechariah

7.00 Morning Mass

8.15 (Memorial) Gebran and Yamame Azzi from Jieh

9.45 Mass for the families of St Charbel’s College First Holy Commu-
nicants

11.15  (Year) Samir Gebran from Bahayra

2.00 (Wedding) Joseph Mokdassi & Melissa Hawa

4.00 (Year) Boutros Nakhoul from Basloukit

5.30 (Year) John Khoury from Becharry

7.00 Youth Mass

Thursday 21 November 2019: 7.00pm:

Ordination to the Subdeaconate of Br Youhanna Ghantous
Friday 22nd November 2019:

Masses are 6.30, 7.30, 11.00am & 6.00pm

Saturday 23rd November 2019.

7.30 Morning Mass
2.00 (Wedding) Daniel Chadrawy & Sarah Elazzi
5.30 (Year) Joseph Fouad Hatem from Jieh

Sunday 24 November 2019: Announcement to Mary

7.00 Morning Mass

8.15 (Year) Adele Antoun from Matreet

9.45 (Memorial) George Srour from Darbechtar
11.15  (Forty) Eugenie Khalife from Beirut

2.00 (Wedding) Matthew Gebrael & Marina Tamer
4.00 (Wedding) Christopher Malone & Rebecca Fahd
5.30 (Forty) Paulette El Hob Awad from Hasroun
7.00 Youth Mass
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Where to read Kadishat online
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If you would like to receive Kadishat via email, please send an email to
kadishat@outlook.com

St Charbel’s Parish Ph: + 61 2 9740 0998

142 Highclere Ave Punchbowl NSW 2196

www.stcharbel.org.au

Email: info.church@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au
find us on facebook @SaintCharbelsSydney




