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@on of David, Mave metrtyY by me!

GThey came to Jericho. As he and his disci- Ge )5 §5i Wiy ,gfj S ohags
ples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, [* S S :
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Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, ug ‘Jm o ‘} ﬁ i
was sitting by the roadside. When he heard (o) JAL 3hy ks G (gl (ki
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that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
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shout out and say, Yesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!CQMVany sternly ordered
him to be quiet, but he cried out even more
loudly, Won of David, have mercy on me!Q
Jesus stood still and said, ‘Eall him here.Q b e
And they called the blind man, saying to | _ Pose I 18 ole !%“'f“)‘ 233
him, Wake heart; get up, he is calling you.Q | "1 8 _ W) 1 agily (3 sl 8 a2 Y el
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and '
came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him,
What do you want me to do for you?{he
blind man said to him, Wiy teacher, let me
see again.Qesus said to him, WBo; your faith
has made you well.Qmmediately he regained his sight .
and followed him on the way. € Mark 10: 46-52 52-46 :10 Ldse "kl G sl &""‘ chs
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Reflecti

on of the week

The vision o
As Jesus was about to enter
identified Him twice as the
prevent him from recognizing

Jesus, through his disciples, that is through the Church, called the

man to Him and restored his

healing but conversion as well. He took off his coat that represents
his old way of life, his blindness and weakness, ran to Jesus and fol-

lowed Him on the way.
Refecton by
We know from other texts
that the state of blindness
has great significance in
the Gospels. It represents
man who needs GodQ
light, the light of faith, if he
is to know reality truly and
to walk the path of life.€
God is light. Darkness is to
lack light, not to know, to
disbelieve. That is a re-
markable sentence. If we
are to know Creality,€ if we
are to know what is, we
need, in addition to our
minds (but not apart from
them), faith, trust in the
Word, in the Light. It looks
like the man who does not
have faith does not know
reality. We will remain
blind without the light of
faith, even if we see.
Bartimaeus is a model. He
represents the man who

has lost the light and
knows it. Others lose the
light and refuse to

acknowledge it. The Church
has realized that its own mis-
sion is hindered precisely
by the vast numbers of
Catholics in the
odevelopedé world who
have lost or do not prac-
tice their faith. They have,
as it were, blinded them-
selvesX ®
Gospel Me s s a
1 Bartimaeus was physi-
cally blind but he had
enough spiritual vision
to embrace the power of
Jesus Christ.
The healing of Bartimae-
us is a sign that Christ
wants to not only give us
sight, but also open our
interior vision, so we can
recognize Him as our
only Saviour.
1 We are called to bring peo
dark in their lives

f faith

Jerusalem, Bartimaeus called out and
"Son of David". His blindness did not
who Jesus is, unlike the crowd.

sight. Bartimaeus not only experienced

Pope Benedict XVI

A thought for tﬁ
You know that you have gone blind
when you can (see nothing wrongé
with something that God has called sin.
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I we do not pr 8
we wi || fall i nt
di sciples fell

When Jesus went to the garden of

Gethsemane before His death, He

told the disciples: OPray that you

may not enter into tempta-

tioné O H H Y Henwarned tham®
twice but they failed to pray.

What do we | earn
If we want to overcome the trials

and temptations, we must learn

from our Lord how to pray as He

prayed.

T

Jesus prayed honestly, pre-
senting His desires before the
Father.

T

Jesus prayed intimately to the
Father.

9 Jesus prayed seeking the Fat
will above His own.

her@
Sun d'dbyf S5Aperaisit

d
Saint John Bap\tfi
John Baptist De La Salle was born in
France in 1651. His family was from
the privileged class; however, after
entering the priesthood, De La Salle
committed himself to provide a Chris-
tian and human education to young
people, especially to the poor and
marginalised. In 1680, at 29 years of
age, John Baptist de La Salle invited
young men to join him in devoting
themselves to the Christian education
of youth.

On his death in 1719, there were 100
Brothers in France. He was canonised
in 1900 and became the universal pa-
tron Saint of Teachers in 1950. Inspired
by their Founder, the De La Salle

Brothers developed into a worldwide
\Qristian education community. /

ple to the Lord to illuminate all that is
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Amoris Laetitia

On Love in the Family

Chapter six: Some Pa
Accompanying the frst

222. The pastoral care of newly married couples must also involve
encouraging them to be generous in bestowing life. &n accord with
the personal and fully human character of conjugal love, family
planning fittingly takes place as the result a consensual dialogue
between the spouses, respect for times and consideration of the
dignity of the partner. In this sense, the teaching of the Encyclical
Humanae Vitae (cf. 1014) and the Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris
Consortio (cf. 14;2835) ought to be taken up anew, in order to
counter a mentality that is often hostile to life... Decisions involving
responsible parenthood presupposes the formation of conscience,
which is the most secret core and sanctuary of a person. There
each one is alone with God, whose voice echoes in the depths of
the heartQ(Gaudium et Spes, 16). The more the couple tries to
listen in conscience to God and his commandments (cf. Rom 2:15),
and is accompanied spiritually, the more their decision will be pro-
foundly free of subjective caprice and accommodation to prevailing
social moresé The clear teaching of the Second Vatican Council still

p . T holﬁs: AaToe couple] will
- O0pe Vi a W hake Qebisions by common
@Pontifex

Let t this f counsel and effort. Let
etusno 'pass IS a.— them thoughtfully take into
vourable time of ent in

account both their own
vain! Let us ask God to

welfare and that of their
assist us on a journey of true children, those already born
conversion. .

and those which the future

o ) .« Mmay bring. For this ac-
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counting they need to reck-
on with both the material
Ahes L9 Byra A Lae by

and the spiritual conditions
of the times as well as of
their state in life. Finally,
they should consult the interests of the family group, of temporal
society and of the Church herself. The parents themselves and no
one else should ultimately make this judgment in the sight of Godé
Moreover, the use of methods based on the Yaws of nature and
the incidence of fertilityQ Humanae Vitae, 11) are to be promoted,
since $hese methods respect the bodies of the spouses, encourage
tenderness between them and favour the education of an au-
thentic freedom{)Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2370). Greater
emphasis needs to be placed on the fact that children are a won-
derful gift from God and a joy for parents and the Church. Through
them, the Lord renews the worldé @
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Dearly beloved,

It is not a coincidence that the Maronite
Church chooses the Gospel of the Blind on the last Sunday
before Palm Sunday. In the Maronite tradition, Lent is a
journey of increasing in discipleship to Jesus Christ and pre-
paring to encounter Him, risen from the dead.

As we near the end of this journey, we follow in the example
of the disciples whose eyes were opened, and they were
able to understand the truth of Jesus so they can enter Jeru-
salem with Him, knowing that He is the King of Kings and
only Saviour. This is also our Lenten journey, moving from knowing Jesus as a
miracle worker, to recognising Him as the loving Redeemer.

"My teacher, let me see again" (Mk 10: 51) was the cry and desire of the blind
man. What we need today, as individuals and community, is to also cry out to
the Lord: dMaster, help us to see again!é

In our world today, we sometimes only care about personal interests and are
obsessed with superficial matters. We become victims to three currents sweep-
ing societies, namely: relativism, consumerism and indifference.

Re | ativtheswillingness of people to accept concepts based on personal
opinions, emotions or self-interest. Relativism allows double standards to exist:
what may be in fact a morally wrong thing to do, may be acceptable for some-
one else because it is convenient or because it is their personal preference.
However, truth is universal in nature — it is never changing.

C o n s u mi @sgergling more than we need, a lack of austerity in life; it is an
enemy of generosity€ (Pope Francis). It can make us slaves to material things.
ndi f dasrinefattche opposite of love, because love demands action. In-
difference is a lack of concern for others and their needs or problems. It is a sign
of selfishness that often characterises our world.

| hope we are not victims to those three currents! Lord, give us the faith of the
blind man and his insight, to recognize any blindness within us and seek you to

help us see again.
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0Often remind yourself that you are in the
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[3 During the Season of Lent, Stations of the Cross and Liturgy will be  $5La 4.l (zlue 5:30 delull daaall e culiall (i Al cagall ey DA B
held every Friday, 5:30pm in Arabic & 8.00pm in English. Y A8l 2lse 8:00 deLudly duyel) Al (ol ~Ls elad)

13 Confession is available daily 5.00 to 6.00pm and during Mass times.
3 St Charbel@Q Parish invites you to attend the monthly Adoration and
Meditations on Wednesday 17th April at 8:30pm. Everyone is wel-  (jlusi 9 oA ag Wise) (A (piusall mail) e doulidd slazg (a8 ) aSoe i B

come. Jalua 11:00 deld
[3 The Seniors Committee of St. Charbel@ Parish invites you to attend ) . . . N . ) .
Easter Mass for the elderly, on Tuesday 9th April at 11:00am, fol- Ol 17 eba¥) g edapd Jle A e Gl plel 352 e (M (Sees B

lowed by lunch. i Jle L€ 8 3lue 8.30 4Ll 2019
13 Palm Sunday Candles are now available at the souvenir shop. vt ol i€l Jae («LAT} SN Jaa A diage cuiladl gsad R

3 Caritas Lenten Appeal boxes are now available at the Church main ot DA cilo ol Tl A B e B
entrance, to support the charitable works of the Catholic Church poall Gy Db lepall gaad il dase (e Sasage GBI
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worldwide. 7:30 delull 2019 luss 8 GuidY) ase ¢ Akl Bygas ) AWl Alile oSsex B
3 The Family of the Divine Word invites you to attend a bible study on C ksl — )l deld b slua
Monday 8th April 2019. )
Masses of the wee 0z Geij & c Ae ak
Sunday 7th April 2019: Sunday of the Blind Man =Y 8] 12019 il 7 a8
7:30 (Memorial) Merched Sleiman from Diman Olasdll (g ek 2ipe asaall (HKE)  7:30
8:45 (Year) Joseph Hajj from Sebeel Jros e zlall Caujon asnpall () 8:45
10:00 (Forty) Noel Komeir Mitchell from Tannourine Qe ai asapall o)l jead JIsi desayall (Ggef)  10:00
11:15 (Year) Youssef Assaad Arida from Bkerkasha Lalijas (e A daad Chuugs agnpall (3 11:15
5:30 (Forty) Akl Sarkis Dahdah from Zgharta B85 G a3 uSm i agapal (iji) 5:30
7:00 Youth Mass Lwdll s 7:00
Saturday 13 April 2019 22019 ol 13 cud)
7:30 Morning Mass lha palid 7:30
9.45 Rosary prayers -13;)5&| sl 9.45
11:00 Rosa Mystica Mass. start at 9:45am Lyall saysll ehydall s 11.00
4:00 (Forty) Hanna Youssef Amine from Bkerkasha il (e el _;L;ﬁ Lia asaal (iji) 4:00
5:30 (Memorial) Toufic Boutros Chidiac from Becharry G g GLadll Gyl 385 asaall (@IST)  5:30
7:00 (Forty) Nawal Maroun Ajami from Acharfieh 891 G ane g psmsall Ao Y5 G (s le Jlst dasapall (0sasf)  7:00
Sunday 14th April 2019: Palm Sunday el aaf 12019 Gl 14 2aY)
7.30 First Mass Jil ps 7.30
8.45 Mass and Palm Sunday Procession in English Al AL puledd) Gy puld - 8.45
10.30 Mass and Palm Sunday Procession in Arabic Jupl Ll puledll #lys Wl 10.30
530  Mass in Arabic Tl &2lL il 5.30
7.00 Youth Mass Al el 7.00
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Where to read Kadishat online
facebook SaintCharbelsSydney- Ewitter¥ @Kadishat AUS BInstagram @Kadishat AUS

I'f you would Iike to receive Kadjiisihat sysvasegmaik bl gl g as e
kadi shat @outl ook. com
St Charbel’s Parish Ph: + 61297400998 Fx: + 61 29740 0974
142 Highclere Ave Punchbowl NSW 2196 Email: info.church@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au

www.stcharbel.org.au find us on facebook @SaintCharbelsSydney




