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“He entered Jericho and was going
through the town and suddenly a
man whose name was Zacchaeus -9
made his appearance; he was one of ' |
the senior tax collectors and a E
wealthy man. He kept trying to see
which Jesus was, but he was too
short and could not see him for the
crowd; so he ran ahead and climbed
a sycamore tree to catch a glimpse
of Jesus who was to pass that way.
When Jesus reached the spot he
looked up and spoke to him,
'Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, be-
cause | am to stay at your house to-

day.' Anc? hg hurried down and wel—. g asil ("‘5\ &’; uJ’ﬂ 3sa 31
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to the Lord, 'Look, sir, | am going to give half my property O st & W LA J4) e Cugl N

to the poor, and if | have cheated anybody | will pay him i Caay GL*G‘ SR ‘“f—’j sl

back four times the amount.' And Jesus said to him,

‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man g g j
too is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man has come to G Ol . maaldy BT L 5h JA3N 138 BY el 13g) (DA Sl agll
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Reflection of the week
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A Tax Collector-Surprised by God’s Love and Mercy

The story of Zacchaeus is held as one of the most beloved passages in
Luke. This story of Jericho's famous tax collector is unique to Luke's
Gospel.

Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus and converted because Jesus first welcomed
him!

Jesus’ gaze goes beyond our sins and prejudices because His love and
mercy are beyond measure. He looked at Zacchaeus wounded heart by
the sin of greed but also looked at his desire to meet Him.

Jesus did not condemn Zacchaeus but He met his desire for salvation.

Reflection by Pope John Paul Il

".... Zacchaeus had no idea that the curiosity which had prompted him
to do such an unusual thing was already the fruit of a mercy which had
preceded him, attracted him and was about to change him in the depths
of his heart. [...]

"Luke's account is remarkable for the tone of the language: Everything is

so personal, so tactful, so affec-
What is your sycamore tree?

tionate! Not only is the text
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filled with humanity; it suggests
insistence, an urgency to which
Jesus gives voice as the one
offering the definitive revelation
of God's mercy. He says: 'l must
stay at your house,' or to trans-
late even more literally: 'l need
to stay at your house' (v 5). ...

In a society filled with noise and
constant visual and audio stimu-
lation, one dimension of stepping
away from the crowd in order to
get a better look at Jesus involves
taking time regularly for prayer
and reflection.

What is that place in your life
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Despite all the murmuring of that enables you to have a clear
human malice, the home of this

vision of Jesus?
sinner is about to become a place K /

of revelation, the scene of a miracle

of mercy. True, this will not happen if Zacchaeus does not free his heart
from the ligatures of egoism and from his unjust and fraudulent ways.
But mercy has already come to him as a gratuitous and overflowing gift.
Mercy has preceded him! [...].

Morals of the story

...when it comes to the love of God, we must first declare that we are
lost and empty, and then begin the process whereby we are found. We
must name and own the masks we wear before we can ever begin to
remove them and the makeup, and see our true face. We have to expe-
rience the death at work in us, our hearts, emotions, intellects, relation-
ships and self esteem, in order to begin the journey up to Jerusalem, the
City of the Resurrection. And sometime, we may have to ....jump down
from the trees in which we were hiding, give half of our belongings to
the poor, and pay back those we have cheated. Who cares what the
critics are saying? When salvation has come into our societies, our com-
munities, our homes and our hearts, no one can ever rob us of that
precious gift any longer. (Father Thomas Rosica)

Lessons from the Gospel

e Jesus left the crowds behind and entered alone with the tax collector
into his home and into his life. He called Zacchaeus, his lost sheep, by
name.

e The meeting of Zacchaeus with Christ is a meeting with the true light
that freed him from his egoism and selfishness.

e Zacchaeus teaches us about the hunger and the desire to encounter
Jesus which should characterise our life of faith.

e The smallness of Zacchaeus emerges from his terrible self-image and
his dishonesty.

e Zacchaeus challenges each of us to consider what is the extent to
which we go, what trees or obstacles we’ll climb, in order to see
Jesus more clearly.

e To climb a tree requires humility, courage, persistence and acknowl-
edging our sins.
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Chapter Five: Love Made Fruitful

The love of a mother and a father
177. God sets the father in the family so that by the
gifts of his masculinity he can be “close to his wife and
share everything, joy and sorrow, hope and hardship.

Quete af Hhe week

“To convert somebody go and take them by the hand and guide

St. Thomas Aquinas

them.”

And to be close to his children as they grow — when
they play and when they work, when they are care-
free and when they are distressed, when they are
talkative and when they are silent, when they are
daring and when they are afraid, when they stray and
when they get back on the right path. To be a father
who is always present. When | say ‘present’, | do not
mean ‘controlling’. Fathers who are too controlling || jt.
overshadow their children, they don’t let them devel-

Pope via Twitter 0p”.197 Some fathers
. Pope via Twitter
@Pontifex feel they are useless

or unnecessary, but
Grandparents are e

. the fact is that
atreasureinthe  “chjldren need to find
family. Please,

a father waiting for
take care of your grandpar- them when they re-
ents: love them and let turn home with their
them talk to your children! Problems. They may
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try hard not to admit
it, not to show it, but
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they need it”. It is not
good for children to
lack a father and to
grow up before they
are ready.

L Next Sunday: An expanding fruitfulness
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350 Martyrs Disciples of St Maroun -

After the Council of Chalcedon, Syria was di-
vided between
who upheld the Council
and those who opposed
The monastery of
Saint Maroun and those
who gathered around it

supported the declara- §
of the Council.
Patriarch Severus, how-
ever, was the head of those who rejected the
teaching of the Council that in the person of
Christ there was both a human nature and a
divine nature. Severus and his followers held
that in Christ, the incarnate Word of God,
there was but a single human-divine nature. In
the year 517 a group of monks left the monas-
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tery of Saint Maroun and went to the monas-
tery of Saint Simon the Stylite
#% near Alepo. The monks were
L arrested by a troop or partisons
of the "one nature" of Christ
' who killed three hundred and
. fifty of the monks. Many of the
monks who were wounded in
the attack were able to escape.
Alexander, the superior of the
monastery of Saint Maroun, and the superiors
of the neighboring monasteries wrote to Pope
Hormisdas in order to inform him of the
events that had taken place. The Pope re-
sponded on February 10, 518 and encouraged
them to persevere in the Catholic faith and
praised the faith of the martyred monks.

FREE ENTRY

3pm - 10pm

St Charbel’s Church
and College Grounds

Feast day 31st July

those

~.:5:30pm Solemn Mass

Specialty Stalls
Faod Shalls

Animal Encaunters
Carnival Rides

Free activities &
entertainment far the kids

Major Prize: 2018 Kia Picanto
and $500 Petrol Voucher

#StCharbelsFestival2018
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St Charbel’s Parish Activities and Announcements

¢ St Charbel’s Festival will be held on 6 October 2018. We en-
courage your attendance and support by purchasing the raffle
tickets. The first prize is a 2018 Kia Picanto, valued at $16.000

0 The Sodality of the Immaculate Conception is organising a visit
to St Mary Mackillop’s shrine on Wednesday 1st August
2018. For bookings please call the Sodality or the parish office.

¢ The Family of the Divine Word invites you to a Bible Study on
Monday 30th July 2018 with Rev. Fr. Tony Sarkis, at Mary
Mackillop’s Hall.
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Masses of the week
Sunday 29th July 2018: 11th Sunday of Pentecost

7:30

(Memorial) Hannee Ayoub from Kahf el Malloul

8:45 (Year) Youssef Estephan Boulos from Aintourin
10:00 (Forty) Jamil Jleilati from Zgharta

11:15 (Year) Noura Dagher Assaad from Hardeen
4:00 (Forty) Therese Mir from Hardeen

5:30 (Forty) John Elias from Hardeen

7:00 Youth Mass

Saturday 4th August 2018

7:30  Morning Mass

2:00 (Wedding) Bashir Morad & Jenny Sakr

5:30 (Year) Antonios El Aro from Sir Denieh

Sunday 5th August 2018: 12th Sunday of Pentecost
7:30

Morning Mass
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Bashir Morad & Jenny Sakr (J.l)
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8:45 Arabic Mass Ob s 8:45
10:00 English Mass LlSYL alas 10:00
11:15 (Forty) Raji Mtanios Nohra from Tannourine G e b pusillan oal) asspall (Osaal) 11:15
2:00 (Wedding) Charles Jalwan & Jacqueline Bassil Charles Jalwan & Jacqueline Bassil (Jsl)  2:00
5:30 (Memorial) Diana Chaaya Nehme from Kfaryashit sl (e dand Lt U dagayall (9)S3)  5:30
7:00 Youth Mass Awdl Ll 7:00
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St Charbel’s Parish
142 Highclere Ave Punchbowl NSW 2196

Ph: + 61297400998 Fx:+61 297400974
Email: info.church@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au

www.stcharbel.org.au find us on facebook @SaintCharbelsSydney




