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been done to him. So the crowd that had

been with him when he called Lazarus out of
the tomb and raised him from the dead contin-
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Reflection of the week

Palm Sunday

Today we gather to celebrate ChristQ entry into the city of Jerusalem.
We also celebrate Christ as the king who enters our own personal Jeru-
salem- our hearts. The Gospel records the arrival of Jesus riding into the
city on a donkey, while the crowds spread their cloaks and palm branch-
es on the street and shout GHosanna to the Son of Davidé and éBlessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord€ and they honour Him as their
long-awaited Messiah and
King.

JesusQentry into the city
of Jerusalem is an act of
re-construction. His own
body will be deconstruct-
ed on the cross and this is f
the very means for his re-
constructing of Jerusa-
lem, of humanity, and of
every city.
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Learn from Jesus

We are invited to travel with Jesus. We

are invited to accompany Him and re-

flect on what He experienced.

Jesus experienced agony in the Gar-

den of Gethsemane.

1 Jesus experienced the failure of the
disciples to stay awake.

1 Jesus prayed alone.

Jesus sweat blood (Luke 22:44).

=

fulfilment of a prophecy
spoken by the prophet

1 Jesus experienced the betrayal of
Judas.
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claim our faith and to
remember that Jesus is 1
the light of the world.

Jesus Christ came not to
conquer by force as 1
earthly kings but by love,
grace and mercy. He con-
quers not nations but
hearts and minds. His mes-
sage is one of peace with
God, not of temporal

the cross with iron spikes.

Jesus waited for death, watching
Mary, John and others grieve for
Him.

Jesus felt sorrow for those who
killed Him, asking &Father forgive
them, for they know not what they

do€ (Luke 23:34). /
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Living Lent:
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Don®@ spend too much time shopping and buying Easter bunnies and
chocolate. Take time to be quiet, to listen to His voice and stay awake to
pray with Him.
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Amoris Laetitia

> On Love in the Familyj
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CHAPTER FOUR: Lové

God |l oves the joy
148. Training in the areas of emotion and instinct is
necessary, and at times this requires setting limits.
Excess, lack of control or obsession with a single form
of pleasure can end up weakening and tainting that
very pleasure and damaging family life. A person can
certainly channel his passions in a beautiful and
healthy way, increasingly pointing them towards altru-
ism and an integrated self-fulfillment that can only
enrich interpersonal relationships in the heart of the
family. This does not mean renouncing moments of
intense enjoyment, but rather integrating them with
other moments of generous commitment, patient
hope, inevitable wea-
ringssaad tgteuggle to
achieve an ideal. Fam-
ily life is all this, and it
deserves to be lived to
the fullest.
149. Some currents of
spirituality teach that
desire has to be elimi-
nated as a path to
liberation from pain.
Yet we believe that
God loves the enjoy-
ment felt by human
beings: he created us and crichly furnishes us with
everything to enjoyé  Tdmv6:17). Let us be glad when
with great love he tells us: &My son, treat yourself
wellX Do not deprive yourself of a happy dayé (Sir
14:11-14). Married couples likewise respond to GodQ
will when they take up the biblical injunction: dBe
joyful in the day of prosperity€ (Ec 7:14). What is im-
portant is to have the freedom to realize that pleasure
can find different expressions at different times of life,
in accordance with the needs of mutual love. In this
sense, we can appreciate the teachings of some East-
ern masters who urge us to expand our consciousness,
lest we be imprisoned by one limited experience that
can blinker us. This expansion of consciousness is not
the denial or destruction of desire so much as its
broadening and perfection.

Next Sunday:
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Jesus made Himself
like the grain of
wheat that falls to
the ground and dies
to give life. Our hope springs
from that love-filled life.
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OWe adore you and we bless you, Lord Jesus Christ, here and in all the
churches which are in the whole world, because by your holy cross you
have redeemed the world.€

Holy Week
The Holy Week, in our
Maronite Church, is con-
sidered an independent
Liturgical Season inside
the Season of Lent. It starts with 0Naheero€ or
the 6Coming to the Harbouré on Palm Sunday
evening and is ends on Resurrection Sunday.
Sotoor o: Lenten Even
Holy Week celebrates the fulfillment of so
many wonderful prophecies.

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, the
evening prayer has a special cycle of readings
that focus on Messianic prophecies in the Old
Testament.

J ob We dobeos Adaulyis known for his
patience. He lost his property, health and the
lives of his beloved children. JobQ patience
stands out because JobQ story is extreme in
the amount of suffering he endured. The pa-
tience of Job serves as an inspiration to Chris-
tians who face times of struggle and suffering.
On that day, the Rite of the Lamp is celebrated.
During the Rite of Lighting , the faithful watch
as dough with seven burning candles inserted
into it rises in the sanctuary along with their
prayers. The dough represents the good leaven
of Jesus Christ, and the lamps are symbols of
the light of the Church.

Hol y T hsuhe daydt@argmember Christ's
total self-giving and service to us. Jesus washed
the feet of His disciples and commanded them
to love each other and follow His example in
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WM Jesus invited the human
family to sit at table so that
‘ it may find life and unity in
Him. It is the day when Jesus
gave himself body and blood
to us in the Eucharist. Eucharist is life, love,
forgiveness, joy, hope, reconciliation of God
with his people and of his people among each
btimeg WhRrrwa peceive the "Bread of Life" we
are called to give and be this "Bread of Life" to
others. On that day, Jesus founded the Sacra-
ments of Eucharist and the Priesthood.
Good FMass id aoy celebrated on Good
Friday. The whole Christian world pauses on
this day to recall the death of Jesus and to
meditate on the mystery of salvation. In the
Maronite Rite, two ceremonies are to be cele-
brated on that day. The first is the Signing of
the Chalice¢ which is a celebration of the Di-
vine Liturgy and the second is the Adoration of
the Cross. It is called Good because of God:
good because God's love has conquered. God's
Son Jesus overcame the world and opened
once again the gates of heaven to those who
believe.
Satur day eThis itthedast Haiy gf
Lent. During that day, a ceremony called ¢the
Prayer of Forgiveness€ is celebrated. The Mar-
onite Church and all the Syriac Churches cele-
brate the forgiveness won by the death of Je-
sus Christ. All Christians are invited to confess
their sins during the ceremony and ask for
eforgiveness.
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located outside the church. ) . .
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Sunday 25th March 2018: Palm Sunday coiledd) aaf 12018 3T 25 asd
7:30  Arabic Mass Tl 22l Jof (el 7:30
8:45 Mass and Procession (English) A AU sl cGjy oS 8:45

10:30 Mass and Procession (Arabic)

5.30 Mass and Procession (Arabic)

7.00 Youth Mass

Good Friday 30 March 2018
7.30 Blessing and receiving of the Holy Eucharist

Fupl) BlIL oeledll # G35 Guls 10:30
Fupl) AL oeledll G35 uls 5:30
il Gl 7:00
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9.30  Stations of the Cross starting at Roberts Park-Greenacre gl (S pus) duis il a5y 7:30
10.30 Rite of Adoration of the Cross at St Charbel@ College play- Roberts Park e lay culeall iy 9:30
grounds Jipd ol dupde caale B 2 Ul cudiall 53 43y 10:30
3.00 Divine Mercy Novena begins AN desyl Al cay 3:00
3:30  Rite of Adoration of the Cross in English & Procession of the oLl e LS Al leall e 45, 3:30
Cross gadl 1 U AT Al cladl Sl 6:00

6.00 Prayers of the Passion (Litany of the Sorrowful Mother)
Saturday 31st March 2018:
7.30 Morning Prayers
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QU})B&E fea) ubﬂ,d\ Z\_GJJ Sa 11:00

11.00 Prayers of Reconciliation and Confessions

530  Easter Vigil Mass ALl e olue 513
12.00am Midnight Mass - Rite of Peace () ) DLl & e Al e 8 12:00
Resur rSeucntidoany 1st April 2018 aaall dabdll aaf 2018 flwsi 1 asY)
Sunday Masses: luladl) alas
7.30, 8.45, 11.15am & 5:30pm in Arabic; Al &l 5.30 - 11.15--8.45-7.30
10:00am and 7.00 p.m. in English 31 ARl sLa 7.00 5 sl 10.00
Easter Monday 2nd April 2018
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Masses are: 7.30 am, 8:45 am, 11.15 am & 5:30 pm
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St Charbel’s Parish Ph: + 61297400998 Fx: + 61 29740 0974
142 Highclere Ave Punchbowl NSW 2196 Email: info.church@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au
www.stcharbel.org.au find us on facebook @SaintCharbelsSydney




